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Handout 7 
Fact and argument organizer 

 
Plaintiff - The Student Defendant - The School 
The speech was not disruptive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The speech was disruptive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The speech was political 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The speech was not political 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The school selectively enforced the rule in a way 
that discriminated against one viewpoint.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The school did not selectively enforce the rule in 
a way that discriminated against one viewpoint. 
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The speech was not school sponsored 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The speech was school sponsored 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The speech does not raise legitimate educational 
concerns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The speech does raise legitimate educational 
concerns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The speech is not lewd, vulgar, or socially 
inappropriate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The speech is lewd, vulgar, or socially 
inappropriate 
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Handout 8 
Deposition of Olivia Marquez 

 
Q. Ms. Marquez, are you the supervisor for the Computer Science Club at Ann Arbor Public 
High School? 
A. We call it the “coach,” but yes. 
Q. How long have you been the coach of the Computer Science Club? 
A. Just about two years now, or almost two years, I guess. 
Q. How did you come to be the coach? 
A. Well, my daughter is a student at the school, and she is in the club. She told me that the 
previous coach had to step down because he became ill. They needed a new coach, so I 
volunteered to step in. 
Q. What led you to volunteer? 
A. Well, it was important to my daughter. But also, I really enjoy working with kids, and I think 
it is important to encourage kids to consider computer science, and other STEM fields, as a 
career. 
Q. Sorry, other what fields? 
A. Oh, right, STEM. It’s an acronym that stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics. 
Q. Do you also encourage students to work for government agencies like the NSA? 
A. Well, I certainly discuss it with them. I think that working for the government gets a bad 
reputation. Teenagers especially see it as bureaucratic and boring. I want to make sure they know 
how important the work we do is, and how interesting it can be. I want them to view a 
government job as a terrific use of their talents. The government needs talented scientists and 
engineers. And high school is a perfect time to get kids thinking about these things, while they 
are thinking about where they want to go to college. 
Q. So do you talk about those things as coach of the club? 
A. Yes, absolutely. I expose them to opportunities for careers in the STEM fields, and tell them 
how to train for those jobs, and encourage them to have the confidence to take the necessary 
classes. 
Q. Ms. Marquez, how do you know the Plaintiff, Kenji Davis? 
A. Kenji was a member of the Computer Science Club.  I met him about a year before I became 
the coach, because I was a guest speaker at one of the club meetings and he came up to chat with 
me afterwards. I was impressed with his passion for computer science and math, and his ability 
to engage with me in a very mature and articulate way. 
Q. But he isn’t currently a member of the club, correct? 
A. No, he dropped out about a month after I took over as coach. 
Q. What were your impressions of Mr. Davis? 
A. I thought he was bright, motivated, disciplined, mature, and not afraid to tackle a challenge. 
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Q. Was he well-liked by the other club members? 
A. Oh yeah. I get the sense that the computer science club is like a second family for these kids, 
especially because if they aren’t into sports, or the arts, or things like that. And from what I saw, 
Kenji got along well with the other kids and was part of that family, at least until he quit. 
Q. Did you discuss his decision to quit with him? 
A. Yes, I tried, but he wasn’t really responsive. He developed this conspiracy-theory mindset 
about how the government is spying on everyone all the time. I think he spent a lot of time 
reading some fringe websites and believing everything he read. I tried to talk to him about his 
views, and how the NSA does a lot of things other than some of the controversial programs he 
sees in the news. I told him about all of the other math and science opportunities there are, both 
in the government and out of it. But he still quit the club. 
Q. Did that bother you? 
A. Well, a bit, I guess. I hated to think that he was giving up participating in this club that had 
been so important to him just because I was the coach and I work for the NSA. But I wasn’t 
going to stop volunteering, because I knew the club really needed me. 
Q. Ms. Marquez, let’s turn now to February 20, 2014, the day of the assembly. Why were you 
asked to speak at the assembly? 
A. The Principal asked me to speak as a computer scientist and government employee, to inform 
the students about careers in the STEM fields and in the government, and also to talk about what 
the computer science club does and how to get involved. 
Q. Did you see Mr. Davis at the assembly? 
A. Yeah, he was hard to miss. He was on stage and in the front row. Not to mention the patch on 
his shirt that read “The NSA Sucks” in big bold letters. You couldn’t really miss it. 
Q. Did Mr. Davis interrupt your speech? 
A. Well, not orally. There were students murmuring before the assembly began, but I gave my 
speech as planned. I don’t hold anything against Kenji, but he definitely disparaged the computer 
science club and my employer in front of the entire student body, which is disappointing. 
Q. Were any of the club activities affected, either that day or in the days following the assembly? 
A. The other students in club were noticeably upset. You know, these kids, they devote a lot of 
time and passion to computer science club and believe in it and they are sort of protective of me, 
I think. That day some of the other club members were calling him a traitor. 
Q. Did anyone mention confronting Mr. Davis? 
A. Not that I can remember. They were clearly upset but no one said anything to me about 
approaching him, or getting revenge or anything like that, if that’s what you’re asking. 
Q. Since the incident, have you observed any interaction between Mr. Davis and the current 
members of computer science club? 
A. Well, I think he was suspended for the rest of the week of the incident. Since then, I’ve seen 
some students give him the cold shoulder, but I have not seen any actual interaction between 
Kenji and the rest of my kids in the club. 
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Handout 9 
Deposition of George Carpenter 

 
Q. Mr. Carpenter, you are a Vice Principal at Ann Arbor High School, is that correct? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Did you handle the disciplinary action against the Plaintiff, Kenji Davis, on February 20th, 
2014? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Let’s turn to that day, the day of the assembly. First, can you tell me a little bit about what 
type of assembly this was? 
A. Well, we hold periodic mandatory assemblies about issues facing the school and the 
community. Sometimes we use them to educate the students on different programs available to 
them outside of classes that they may not otherwise know about, and we also use them as an 
opportunity expose students to careers and other opportunities they might not know a lot about, 
and to take advantage of the many accomplished people in our community who have a message 
we think our students would benefit from hearing. 
Q. Are the assemblies open to the public? 
A. No.  Only students and faculty of the school may attend. 
Q. Who was at the assembly on February 20th, 2014? 
A. The entire student body because it was a mandatory assembly.  
Q. Can you describe the format of the assembly on that day? 
A. Well, as the students entered the auditorium, the student council members filed into their seats 
on the stage. The speakers usually wait behind the stage until the Principal introduces them. On 
that day, Ms. Marquez was the speaker, and she was standing with the Principal backstage while 
the students were all taking their seats. 
Q. So what was the subject of the assembly on this particular day? 
A. Ms. Marquez was going to speak about careers in science and engineering and related fields.  
Q. Was she also supposed to talk about how to get a job working for a government agency like 
the NSA? 
A. Well, it was certainly something I had discussed with her when we arranged for her to speak. 
She is a terrific ambassador for the computer sciences, and also for bringing those talents to bear 
in the service of your government. So that was something I knew she planned to discuss, 
particularly in the context of her own career, how she ended up working for the NSA, why she 
found it rewarding. 
Q. You mentioned that the student council members sit on the stage.  Is that usually the case at 
assemblies? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Why do they sit there? 
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A. Well, it’s a longstanding tradition at our school. I guess it’s a chance for them to shine as 
representatives of their class during a school event. 
Q. Did the assembly start and end on time? 
A. Yes it did. 
Q. Were there any interruptions during the assembly? 
A. No, well, not really during the assembly. 
Q. What do you mean by that? 
A. Well, as Kenji sat down in his seat, there was an unusual buzz in the auditorium. There were 
hoots and hollers coming from the audience. 
Q. That was before the assembly began, is that correct? 
A. Yes, the rowdiness was before the Principal addressed the students.  
Q. And what do you exactly mean by ‘rowdy?’ 
A. Well, the students were shouting Kenji’s name, and shouting different comments, as they all 
filed into the auditorium. 
Q. And did those comments from the crowd continue during the assembly? 
A. Everyone pretty much quieted down once the Principal took the podium. 
Q. Were you able to decipher what the comments were about?  
A. Well, no not at first. I mean, I was at the front of the auditorium, near the stage along with the 
other vice principals. It took me a second to figure out that the hoots and hollers were directed at 
the stage. Then, just as the student council members were taking their seats, I saw that Kenji’s t-
shirt read “The NSA Sucks.” Kenji was sitting in the front row. When I realized the noise was 
directed at Kenji, it was just a few seconds before the Principal began the assembly. 
Q. Did the rest of the assembly run as planned? 
A. Well, Ms. Marquez spoke and then the students were dismissed, so I guess it did, but I was 
pretty focused on Kenji’s shirt the whole time. 
Q. Has there ever been any “rowdy” behavior at any other assembly? 
A. Maybe on occasion, during a particularly controversial assembly, but like I said, it’s unusual.  
Q. Mr. Carpenter, let’s move on to after the assembly. Did the remainder of the school day run as 
planned? 
A. Yes, I mean if you’re asking about the bell schedule, well that went as planned. But outside of 
that, the faculty lounge had an unusual buzz of conversation, centering around the assembly 
fiasco.  
Q. What do you mean by that? 
A. A lot of teachers were discussing the issue of Kenji’s inappropriate t-shirt in the faculty 
lounge during lunch. One teacher mentioned that one of her students approached her expressing 
discomfort with her class representative sporting an unpatriotic message in front of the whole 
school. Other teachers were just generally discussing their opinions. Ms. Marquez’s daughter 
told me she was really embarrassed for her mom. 
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Q. Did the student who reported her discomfort to a teacher specifically identify Kenji’s message 
as being “unpatriotic”? 
A. I don’t know.  The teacher used the phrase “unpatriotic message” when she described the 
student’s complaint to me, but I don’t know if the student used those words. 
Q. Did any teachers report that their lesson plans were affected? 
A. No, not that was specifically reported to me. Several teachers commented that their students 
were talking about the t-shirt, Kenji, and the NSA, in the hallways and in between classes. I 
could tell that both the students and teachers were riled up over the t-shirt. 
Q. Did you take any actions after hearing this in the faculty lounge? 
A. First I went outside to the courtyard where students sometimes gather, and heard a lot of 
students talking about Kenji. 
Q. What were they saying? 
A. Well, some of them were saying he was an activist standing up for what was right, and others 
said that the computer science kids and Alice Marquez were probably not going to be very happy 
about it. That kind of stuff. They seemed upset with each other. It seemed to me that something 
had to be done before the situation escalated. 
Q. Did you hear any specific threats or arguments? 
A. Not specifically, no. But like I said it seemed like something was on the verge. 
Q. At what point did you talk directly with Mr. Davis? 
A. I met with Kenji after his last class ended, at approximately 3pm. 
Q. Did you punish him? 
A. Yes, I suspended him for three days. I also told him that due to his disregard for school rules 
and due to the fact that his message offended his fellow classmates, he would no longer be able 
to serve as senior class representative.  
Q. Had Kenji ever had disciplinary action taken against him before? 
A. No, he didn’t have any other adverse actions in his file. 
Q. What was the basis for suspension of Mr. Davis? 
A. Well, as I explained to Kenji, the language “The NSA Sucks” is inappropriately crude and 
offensive language at school, and he inappropriately used his position as a student council 
member to send a derogatory message about an assembly that the school specifically sponsored 
and about career opportunities the school chose to publicize. We discussed the divisive 
atmosphere the message had created at school that day, and I suspended him for breaking School 
Rule #45 which specifically prohibits students from wearing t-shirts, buttons, patches, and any 
paraphernalia that contain a political message.  
Q. Why do you think "The NSA sucks" is inappropriately crude and offensive language? 
A. Well, "sucks" can refer to a sexual act. I think all the students know that.  
Q. You mentioned the divisive atmosphere Mr. Davis’s shirt created.  What exactly were you 
afraid would happen? 
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A. I was afraid there might be unrest. Some of the other students and teachers were offended by 
the patch and I thought they might be unhappy if we did nothing about it. Plus I didn’t want it to 
become even more of an issue in the school, and I thought that by removing Kenji for a couple of 
days it would help quiet things down. 
Q. So you weren’t afraid of violence? 
A. No, not violence, but I was afraid of confrontation between Kenji and the other students. And, 
I want to emphasize, I was also afraid for Kenji’s safety when he was off campus. 
Q. Why were you afraid for his safety while off campus? 
A. Well, I know that once or maybe twice in the last several years there have been problems off 
campus. 
Q. Can you describe those incidents? 
A. I remember one student in a government class expressed disdain for how the United States 
was conducting the war on terror, and was then followed home from school and harassed when 
she was off campus.  
Q. Any other incidents? 
A. That’s the only one I remember the specifics of. 
Q. Did that make you concerned about Kenji? 
A. Yes, of course. And I thought that since Kenji’s message was a personal one directed at a 
beloved volunteer coach, as opposed to a more general political one, he might be more likely to 
be harassed. 
Q. What do you mean by “beloved volunteer coach”? Can you say more about that 
characterization? 
A. Oh, sure. Students absolutely love Ms. Marquez. She has really gotten a lot of them so 
engaged in science and technology, she plans lots of activities and field trips to the university, 
and she is tremendously warm and mentoring. She just has one of those personalities that really 
connects with teenagers, which not very many people have. And she has made herself available 
to our students who want advice or help about just about anything. 
Q. When was the rule against political buttons and patches put into place? 
A. It was formally adopted in 1972. It’s a long-standing rule and has been on the books ever 
since. 
Q. And in what context was the rule enacted? 
A. It was during the Vietnam Era, when activism on campuses – not only college campuses, but 
also on high school campuses such as Ann Arbor High School – was soaring. From what I 
understand, the tension between the pro- and anti-war activists was at its all time highest, and 
resulted in a series of incidents during which both pro- and anti-war student activists were 
harassed on campus. The curriculum and learning were both suffering, and the Administration 
prohibited political and other controversial messages and paraphernalia in an effort to curb the 
disputes at school.   
Q. When was the last time the rule was enforced? 



Unit 5: Lesson 3 
First Amendment Rights in Schools  
 

 37 

A. Um, after the havoc of the 1970s, there were some problems with political issues on campus 
arising out of the Iran-Contra affair in the mid-1980s, and a few students were disciplined for 
violating Rule 45 in 1986 or 1987, and around the time of the first Gulf War in the early ‘90s. 
And then there was another flare-up of problematic political messages in the immediate 
aftermath of the contested presidential election in 2000, and students had to be disciplined them. 
But after that political activism really died down. 
Q. So was Kenji’s suspension the first time that the school has enforced the rule since December 
2000? 
A. Yes, that’s right. 
Q. So between 2000 and Mr. Davis’s punishment in 2014, the rule had not been enforced? 
A. No, I mean, there was no need until now. 
Q. Mr. Carpenter, isn’t true that students regularly wear t-shirts to school that say things like “I’d 
Rather Be Waterboarding Terrorists?”  
A. I don’t think that’s the case. 
Q. What about shirts that say “Protect America: Arrest Snowden?” 
A. I haven’t seen those shirts either. 
Q. What about shirts that say “See Something / Say Something”? 
A. No. 
Q. So you don’t have any awareness of students wearing any of those shirts? 
A. I haven’t noticed those shirts, at least not as a regular occurrence. 
Q. Have any students been disciplined for wearing shirts or buttons or patches with those 
messages? 
A. No, and I mean, those wouldn’t even be the same as Kenji’s display. 
Q. What do you mean by that? 
A. Well, those messages are not the type of inflammatory political or controversial messages 
prohibited by the Rule. “The NSA Sucks” is lewd language that has no place inside a school. 
Q. Have there been any other incidents on school premises involving messages about the 
government’s surveillance program or war on terror? 
A. Not on school premises as far as I’m aware, no. 
Q. Are you aware of any other incidents involving such messages that occurred off of school 
premises? 
A. Like I said earlier, I know one student who expressed concern about U.S. government actions 
during a government class was harassed by other students at his home once or twice. Her parents 
called me to express concern. There could be others, but that’s the only one I’m aware of. 
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Handout 10 
Deposition of Kenji Davis 

 
Q. Please state your name for the record. 
A. Kenji Davis.  
Q. How old are you? 
A. Eighteen. 
Q: Were you recently a student at Ann Arbor High School? 
A: Yes. I just graduated a few months ago, in June. 
Q. While you were a student at Ann Arbor High School, were you a member of the Computer 
Science Club? 
A. For a little while. I joined in the spring of my freshman year, an I quit in the middle of my 
junior year because Ms. Marquez became the coach of the club and she works for the NSA.  
Q. And why did that make you want to quit? 
A. Well, I did some research and learned that the NSA spies on American citizens, wiretaps 
phones, that sort of thing. 
Q: And did that make you dislike Ms. Marquez?  
A. Well, I don’t like the NSA and what it does to citizens. I wanted to take a stand for what I 
believed in, and quitting seemed like an effective way to do that. I didn’t think it was right that 
someone who worked for this agency was now supposed to be someone we looked up to. 
Plus all she did was encourage us to work for the government, to be computer scientists for the 
government. 
Q. Did she tell you much about her job?  
A. Not really, or at least, nothing specific. She was very clear that she couldn’t tell us anything 
about what she actually did, except that she used her computer science degree a lot. It’s all super 
secret. 
Q. Is it fair to say that you and Ms. Marquez had substantial differences of opinion? 
A. Yes, we disagreed about the NSA’s spying programs, among other things. She defended the 
NSA, saying that it did everything necessary to keep Americans safe. She thinks it’s OK for the 
government to do anything it wants as long as it says it is trying to protect Americans. And I 
think that civil rights and civil liberties are actually important. It doesn’t matter whether 
Americans are protected if our core values are completely undermined in doing so. 
Q. So you disliked Mr. Marquez? 
A. Not personally, no. We disagreed on a lot of things, but she was always nice to me and we got 
along well personally. I just felt like I couldn’t stay in the club once I started to think about the 
terrible things our nation has done in the name of “protecting” Americans.  
Q. How did you get along with the other students in the Computer Science Club? 
A. I got along well with them when I was in club. Not as well when I started talking to them 
about how I felt about the NSA 
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Q. Did the other students generally agree with Ms. Marquez? 
A. Well, yeah. I mean, she’s really nice and all. The other kids seemed really eager to just 
believe everything she said about how great it was to be a computer scientist at the NSA, and 
they all wanted to be just like her. So they seemed willing to defend her and the NSA every time 
it came up. So yeah, they agreed with her, but I think it’s mostly because they didn’t really spend 
a lot of time thinking about it and learning about what the NSA actually does. 
Q. Let’s talk about what happened on February 20, 2014. You attended an assembly at school, 
right?  
A. Yes. 
Q. Can you tell me a little bit about these assemblies generally? 
A. We have them about once a month. We usually have a speaker. Sometimes someone from 
outside the school, sometimes a teacher, sometimes a student. They talk about various topics and 
issues facing the school or the community.  
Q. Where do you usually sit during the assemblies? 
A. Well, I’m in student council, or, at least I was, at that time. Student council members sit on 
the stage behind the speaker, facing the audience.  
Q. And that’s where you were sitting during this assembly? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Who was the speaker at the February 20th assembly? 
A. Ms. Marquez. I knew she was going to be a speaker because they announce the speakers to 
the whole school the week before. Also, the student council gets to propose speakers, and we 
usually get early notice of who the speaker is going to be. 
Q. Did the student council propose Ms. Marquez? 
A. No, the administration did that all on their own, I think because it was so early in the school 
year, and we hadn’t really had time to meet and propose speakers yet.  
Q. Were you upset that Ms. Marquez was speaking? 
A. Well, yeah, of course. I didn’t like what she was there to say. I didn’t think it was appropriate 
to have a speaker encouraging students to join an organization that spies on Americans in 
violation of the Constitution.  
Q. Did you do anything at the assembly? 
A. I wore a patch to the assembly, attached to the front of my shirt, that said “The NSA Sucks.” 
Q. Why did you wear the patch?  
A. To express my disagreement with NSA. I wanted to bring the issue to the attention of the 
students, and let them know that lots of people don’t like what the NSA does. 
Q. Why did you choose that message? 
A. I thought it would get people’s attention. Also it was short enough to fit on my shirt and still 
be visible from the audience. 
Q. You were sitting on the stage during the assembly, correct? 
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A. Yes. I was sitting on the stage with the rest of the student council, behind Ms. Marquez, 
facing the audience.  
Q. So the audience could see you? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Could Ms. Marquez see you at all? 
A. I think she saw me when I walked in, but she wasn’t looking at me while he was speaking or 
anything.  
Q. Did Ms. Marquez react to seeing the patch? 
A. Like I said, I think she saw me but I’m not sure. She didn’t do or say anything about it if 
that’s what you’re asking.  
Q. And how did the other students react? 
A. They didn’t really. There were a few murmurs from the audience, but they quieted down as 
soon as the assembly started. 
Q. Did some students laugh? 
A. I guess so. 
Q. And some booed? 
A. One or two maybe. 
Q. Were the murmurs, laughter, and boos typical for this type of assembly? 
A. Kind of. Anytime there’s a controversial topic at the assembly, like when we had someone 
come in to talk about sexual health and stuff, there’s a reaction from the students.  
Q. But people don’t react that way to every assembly, right? 
A. They do when the topic is interesting to them. But I guess not to every single one, no. 
Q. Did anyone ask you to leave the stage or say anything to you during the assembly? 
A. No. 
Q. What happened after the assembly? 
A. Not much. I went out into the hallway and chatted with friends. 
Q. Were you still wearing the patch?  
A. I wore it out into the hall but I took it off while I was talking to my friends. There was no 
point in wearing it all day.  
Q. Did anyone from the computer science club approach you? 
A. Yeah. Some guys came up to me and started giving me a hard time, saying that I wasn’t 
patriotic and that they didn’t like how I’d embarrassed Ms. Marquez and her daughter. 
Q. Did these students insult you? 
A. Um, I know they called me unpatriotic and a bully.  
Q. Did these students threaten you? 
A. No. They were actually pretty calm about it.  
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Q. What else did they say? 
A. They said they were offended and were planning to complain to Mr. Carptenter. 
Q. How did you respond? 
A. I just shrugged it off. Mr. Carpenter was at the assembly and I figured if he had a problem 
with it, he would have approached me about it right away. 
Q. Did the students say anything else? 
A. No, not really. They walked away and I went to eat lunch. 
Q. Did you hear anything else about the assembly and your patch over the rest of the day? 
A. Yeah. People were coming up to me all day. Some of them were saying that that they were 
happy someone was finally telling it like it is. Other people didn’t like it.  
Q. Were people talking to you during class? 
A. No, nothing in class. Just in the halls and at lunch. 
Q. Was the conversation disruptive to your classes? 
A. No. People were chatting about it a little before and after class, but once the teachers started 
class it was normal. 
Q. But it was a big deal around the school? 
A. Not really. Like I said, a few people said stuff to me, but it didn’t really seem to be a huge 
issue or anything. 
Q. You said you were suspended at the end of the day. How did you learn you were suspended? 
A. Well, I was in my last class and I got a note that I should go to Mr. Carpenter’s office. Mr. 
Carpenter told me that he thought my actions were disrespectful and inappropriate. He said that 
other students were distracted and upset by what I’d done, and that I had disrupted the activities 
of the school. He also told me that I had violated school rules about lewd speech and wearing 
patches that convey political messages. I was pretty surprised and told him so. I said I thought he 
was wrong, especially about the lewd thing, because I certainly wasn’t intending to be lewd and I 
didn’t think what I said was lewd at all. I knew about the patches rule but I never thought they’d 
bring it up since students always wear T-shirts and patches and buttons and stuff, and the 
administration never does anything about it. In fact, I heard that the last time they enforced the 
rule was before I was even born.  
Q. Do other students wear paraphernalia bearing political messages? 
A. Oh, yeah, definitely. Many students wore pro-government and pro-surveillance shirts and 
buttons, and stuff that say things like “I’d Rather Be Waterboarding Terrorists” and “See 
Something / Say Something” and “Protect America: Arrest Snowden.” And none of those kids 
were ever suspended or anything like that. 
Q. Mr. Carpenter told you that you were suspended for breaking the school rules -- not for the 
viewpoint you expressed. Correct? 
A. He might have said that, but all I know is that I was suspended for what I said. The school 
didn’t like what I had to say, some of the other students didn’t like it.  
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Q. So what about the lewd language? You’ve testified that the patch said “The NSA Sucks.” 
“Sucks” refers to a sexual act, right?  
A. Um, no. 
Q. Well then what does it mean, in your opinion? 
A. It just means “stinks” or “is lame.” 
Q. But it is commonly understood to refer to a sexual act, correct? 
A. No, not really. 
Q. So after your suspension, what happened after you returned to school? 
A. Pretty much nothing. A few people said stuff to me, both positive and negative, but it wasn’t 
really a big deal around the school after I got back. I was really embarrassed about being 
suspended, and I didn’t want to talk about it, so no one really bugged me about it. 
Q. Are you in college now?  
A. No. 
Q. Why not? 
A. Well, I decided to take a year off and so I’m applying this year. 
Q. Why did you decide to take a year off? 
A. A lot of it was because of the suspension. I had already applied to colleges when I got 
suspended, but then I had to update them about the suspension, so I decided to withdraw my 
applications instead. 
Q. Why did you withdraw your applications? 
A. I was worried that the suspension would negatively impact my chances for acceptance. So I 
wanted to wait until I could get the school to withdraw the suspension or until the court case 
finishes. 
Q. Prior to this incident, had you ever gotten into trouble in school? 
A. No, never.  
Q. What about your performance in school? Were you a good student? 
A. Yes. I graduated with a 3.8 GPA. 
Q. How did you get along with your classmates? 
A. Really well. I mean, that’s probably one of the reasons I was elected to student council in the 
first place.  I think like 8 or 9 kids ran for just 2 senior class rep spots, and I got the most votes 
out of everyone. 
Q. And what about your teachers? Did you get along well with them? 
A. Of course. Up until the suspension, I always really liked school, my classes, all that stuff.   


